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Katonah Museum of Art Features
Female Abstract Expressionists

Sparkling Amazons presents the often-
overlooked contribution by women artists
to abstract expressionism and the significant
role they played as bold innovators within the
New York School dyring the 1940s and 50s.
Through the presentation of some 30 works of
art, alongside documentary photography, the
exhibition captures an important moment in
the history of abstract expressionism.

The catalyst for this project is the ground-
breaking 9th St. show arranged by avant-garde
artists, with the help of the fledgling galler-
ist, Leo Castelli, in 1951. The show became a
pivotal moment for the emergence and accep-
tance of abstract expressionism. The artists of
the 9th St. show had struggled to gain critical
recognition, having been shut out by museums
and galleries due to the radical nature of their
work.

Of the more than 60 artists in the show, in-
cluding many who were to become prominent
figures in abstract expressionism, only 11 were
women. This is the first time works by these
revolutionary women will be brought together
since the 9th St. show took place 68 years ago.
These women were later referred to by Thomas
Hess, a contemporary and noted editor and art
critic for ArtNews, as “Sparkling Amazons.”

These women would neither have viewed
themselves as “Amazons” nor as feminists;
they simply worked and lived as artists, pursu-
ing their professions with the same dedication
as their male counterparts, even though the so-
cial stakes were much higher for them at the
time.

Séveral of the artists, including Lee Kras-
ner, Joan Mitchell, Elaine de Kooning, Helen
Frankenthaler and Grace Hartigan, went on
to have distinguished careers and have found

their rightful place in the historical art canon.
Others, including Perle Fine, Anne Ryan, So-
nia Sekula, Day Schnabel, Jean Steubing and
Guitou Knoop, either enjoyed less critical and
commercial success, or are yet to be recognized
by art history — a-fact this exhibition addresses.

Every work in this exhibition is a fine and
rare example of each artist’s oeuvre and artistic
development and has been selected to demon-
strate the diversity of their careers.

This exhibition includes masterpieces
from the most important American muse-
ums and private collections, as well as some
previously unseen gems. Highlights include
Lee Krasner’s “The Seasons” (1957), Elaine
de Kooning’s “The Bullfight” (1959), Grace
Hartigan’s “Cedar Bar” (1951), and Day Sch-
nabel’s “The City” (1956). The exhibition is
curated by Associate Curator Michele Wije-
goonaratna, PhD.

“Everyone knows who the famous women
of abstract expressionism were, but it was in-
teresting for us to tease out what these other
women were making and how they fit into the
context of their more well-known contempo-
raries,” said Wijegoonaratna.

Katonah Museum of Art Executive Direc-
tor Michael Gitlitz added: “The Katonah Mu-
seum of Art has always been in the vanguard
in presenting innovative exhibitions, and it is
therefore not surprising that ‘Sparkling Ama-
zons: Abstract Expressionist Women of the 9th
St. Show’ presents together, for the first time in
68 years, the work of these 11 artists.”

“Sparkling Amazons: Abstract Expre:s-
sionist Women of the 9th St. Show” will open
Oct. 6 and run through Jan. 26, at the Katonah
Museum of Art, 134 Jay St. For more informa-
tion, visit katonahmusuem.org.
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Lee Krasner’s “The Seasons” (1957) will be on display at Katonah Art Museum on Oct 6.
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